The Esoteric Interpretation of the Glyphs of the 


Planets 
By Adam McLean 


Teachings regarding the seven metals, extracted from a 17 century 
alchemical text. 


nature. This is the Spiritus Mercurii. The medial circle has no point at 

the center, signifying the immature state of mercurial sulphur solis. 
This is the Anima Mundi of Quicksilver. The cross of the base represents the 
volatile body of this metallic substance. It is the water of Quicksilver, 
otherwise Aqua Permanens. It is also the Sal Centrale and Menstruum 
Naturale. Quicksilver is an immature metal, an extremely volatile ens, 
separated from a fixed state as pole from pole. 


© The crescent denotes its lunar part which is feminine and volatile in 


Mars is in correspondence with iron and the sign showing an arrow 

emerging sideways from a circle, signifies that the Sal Martis is 

celestial rather than terrestrial, while its cross or sign of corrosion 
has been broken up into an open angle symbolizing fire. Thus the inward 
nature of iron is fiery, active and magnetically attractive which indicates its 
place in Hermetic operations. In the Work, the task before the Adept is to 
purify the externally adherent Celestial Salt from the Terrestrial Sulphur and 
locate it within the circle. 


perfection, within the circle from which gold cannot err has been 

removed from the circle of Venus and has changed into the cross. This 
cross signifies the corrosive salts which render copper of a perishable 
nature. Whosoever can purify these salts will reduce the cross to a point and 
if he can place that point again in the circle, he will see the sun at its 
meridian instead of the morning star, and possess a treasure of gold instead 
of venusian copper. 


Q The sign indicates that copper is an imperfect metal, for the point of 


indicates that it is essentially of lunar nature, while the cross which is 

the sign of the Sal Centrale et fundamentum subjecti, points out that 
the earth of this metal is mercurial and lunar, the salt asenical and the 
sulphur volatile. It follows that the corpus totum can be brought with 
considerable faculty to a state of liquefaction. 


21 The sign bears witness to the great immaturity of tin. The crescent 


the sulphur terrestrial and solar. It is said that: 
a. the pars Salis liquefies all bodies but can neither fix nor render them 
volatile. 

b. the pars Sulphurus devours all metals - gold and silver excepted - 
penetrating them by the help of Vulcan-like lightening, purifying and 
imparting the highest splendour but again leaving them. 

c. that Mercury is coagulated by the fumus Saturni, while vitrum Saturni 
renders it fixed and fire proof. 


h The salt of lead is mercurial and lunar as also pure and celestial, while 


The corpus Saturni is actually a conglomerated and exsiccated Mercury and 
can easily be changed back thereto. The Hermetic Secret of Saturn is 
formulated as follows: 

a. Salt, Sulphur, Mercury 

b. Separate these Three Principles in Subjectum Saturni 

c. Make out of the Salt a Menstruum 

d. Dissolve the Mercury therein 

e. Fix it by the principium of Sulphur 


Whosoever can perform this operation conjoins the two crescents in the 
character of Saturn, inserts the cross therein, concentrates the cross to a 
point within the circle and transmutes 1 to 1. 


character of the Moon: the circle is broken and the missing half is put 

inward but the point is still in the vicinity. Silver is like unto gold, as 
woman is like unto man; but gold as the male part is hot and dry, while 
silver, the female part, is moist and cold. The imperfection of silver is 
indicated by the ease with which it blackens, but gold is free of this failing. 
Gold is the Child of the Sun, while Silver is the Daughter of the Moon. The 
Hermetic Arcanum is this: Communicate the male Sperma Solis to the 
female matrix of the Moon, or in other words, turn the light inwards and 
draw out the inward half circle. The Artist who does so kindles an 
independent fire and transmutes ito. 


9), The point within the circle denotes the state of perfection. The 


Nature in the work of mines. The character of the Sun and Gold is 

that of eternity. The point within the circle of eternity denotes 
Divinity: but when the symbol denotes the metal the connotation is 
imperishable and pure being. The Son of the Sun is the product of 
profoundly concentrated fire. 


O Gold is Principium Solis and the end of all metals, the great intent of 


The glyphs of the planets 


The esoteric view requires us to work with the glyphs alchemically, to pursue 
the parallel between the planets and the seven metals, for out of this 
interpretation arises the essential wholeness of these symbols. 
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We will see that these seven symbols are composed of three simple units 
combined in various ways: 


[Sun Disc LlamMoon Crescent + Earth Cross 


and we have two simples: Sun and Moon; four doubles: Mars, Venus, Saturn 
and Jupiter with Mercury as a triple symbol. Also we have two groups of 


related metals: 


Sun Group Moon Group 


The Sun forces, the outward raying cosmic life forces, we find on the earth 
in metallic form as gold. Gold is the earthly representative of the Sun, and 
as a pure metal reflects as a warm yellow. It almost has an inner glow of 
life, and as befits the noblest of the metals, it is the sole metal that will not 
tarnish, that is not affected by the elements. It has, however, in its pure 
state a great softness, being not completely chained in form, and indeed it 
can be beaten to the thinnest fragile leaf and still remains golden, reflecting 
light. 


In iron we find the cosmic gold forces have been overcome by the earth 
forces. Iron is outwardly entirely earthly in nature, dominated by the earth 
cross. Think only of the significance of iron in the development of modern 
materialistic civilization. The machine could not truly become incarnated 
without iron, thus the industrial revolution and the descent into 
materialism, is vitally connected with the cosmic destiny of this Mars 
element. Outwardly, iron is given up to the earth nature, but inwardly it 
still contains the solar forces, as inner life forces, and in this way can be 
made to mimic life, to produce machines that have the appearance of 
independent life. Iron has so little nobility, that in its pure state it is most 


susceptible to rusting, giving itself completely up to the elements. The gold 
forces are held down by the earthly cross. 


In copper we have the opposite to iron. The solar forces dominate and raise 
the earthly cross upwards away somewhat from the earth. Thus copper can 
still reveal a golden glow, somewhat richer and more earthly than that of 
gold. Copper is likewise a soft metal in pure form and if it is to be used for 
implements it is normally alloyed with other metals in brass or bronze, in 
order to combat its tendency not to hold form. Inwardly its earthly nature 
(lower cross) is raised a little from the earth realm, making copper a metal 
open to receiving and holding supra-earthly forces such as electricity, and 
in this way complements iron, which holds magnetism. Thus when copper 
and iron are brought together in a particular spacial construction, we have 
the electric motor and generator, the means of harnessing the electrical 
forces. Thus the lower members of the gold triad, create the possibility of 
mimicking the cosmic solar life forces, in their earthly shadow as electrical 
energy. 

There is much more one can learn from this understanding of the 
relationship of Sun, Mars, Venus --- Gold, Iron, Copper. 


This trinity is echoed in our second group --- the Moon group. 


Silver, the moon metal, with its white lustre, its more solid hardness than 
gold, spiritually is more receptive. Silver receives (think of the use of 
crystals of silver salts in photography to hold and perpetuate an image of 
the light that falls upon it) and reflects its cold hard light. It is not so noble 
a metal as gold and tarnishes relatively easily. 


In Saturn - lead - we find the silver metallic nature immersed in the earth, 
crucified in the earth forces. Lead is a soft metal, which tarnishes very 
easily to a dull grey, the most given up to material forces of all the metals. 
It has so little inner life force that it will not even ring when struck, and can 
be melted, gives up its solid form, at the temperature of a candle flame. 
One of its most important virtues arises out of its earthly nature, that is its 
ability to absorb harmful radiations such as X-rays and nuclear radiations. 


Tin, the Jupiter metal, is closer to silver than lead. The moon crescent 
triumphs over the earthly cross. Tin has a certain hardness compared with 
lead and does not tarnish easily, thus it can appear as if a precious metal 
and has been used to make jewelry. In comparison to lead, tin has an inner 
strength which gives the tone and quality of sound to the alloy used in 
making bells and organ pipes. It forms a particularly harmonious 
relationship with copper in bronze. 


Mercury, the triple metal unites the three, 0, J and +, but remains in the 
realm of the fluid. Mercury to the alchemists is an embodiment of the three 
forces, which has not quite descended into substance-form. The solar and 
lunar forces dominate the earthly cross thus mercury as a metal still 
remains in connection with the archetypal cosmic forces, which brought the 
metallic nature into being. Thus it is that the alchemists found in Mercury a 
substance which contains all the forces, all the possibilities of 
transformation. 


Thus we can see something of the way in which the alchemists found 
wisdom through concentrated investigation of the individual properties of 
the metals and how these reflect a spiritual foundation. The metals are part 
of the cosmos brought to earth. There are many other facets of their 
properties which we could have pursued in this article, melting points, 
chemical valences, atomic weights and numbers and these indications may 
suggest further lines of investigation. 


